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nlSPOSAL OF nKCOMMTSSI ONED NDCLEAR SUBMARINES 

fnvrstt^atelhe^reasiMlit? of ^dia^sin,^ of^the sJeco^.as.onad 

nuclear submarines oxenbury proposed that the submarines 

b^tLerert; thrfelbed, a!5d radioLtivity levels monitored in 
could be lowereu to aKnn'i- Rafetv. The vessels could 

^b^^ Sr tif rhLr“.Sf rtiirenirf th^: 

t^Se r:rrtrerir-:ro? need/ ^he.j-^i/rri^rtaf^rtirs 
^rirortatr^rirernUrr ^rorems which we would face were we 
to dispose of these vessels in international waters. 

9 The international legal instrument which governs the Jumping of 

Lterial at sea is the London Dumping Convention. This prohibits the 
^terial sea is radioactive waste but allows that of 

disposal of j 1 waste. However. a non-binding moratorium 

'"‘rrdis^sr 0 ^^} r^diortiCe waste h^s been in operation since 
?983 and although the UK voted against the moratorium, and has said 
1983. and altnougn in radioactive material at 

sea!^wi^have not in fact done so since 1982. and nor have any of the 
other contracting parties as far as we are aware. 

When considering CSA’s suggestion, the key factor is the 
rtf the "sea" in terms of the London Dumping Convention, 
definition of the sea insterma^ "all marine waters other than the 

?u hs: ^^r^rfb^ru; s^a. fnS*=If “wr^wl;^^^: "jl^s^^dra^ 

£fiiibrreructr?bf%r:r:i^i?er^!:L“rr:^^^ 

A I should be most grateful if DSSP would urgently consider whether 
*i ^ inv ootential dump sites within the OK's internal waters 

^^trsSfficienrspace to dispose of four SSBNs and 18 SSNs, and which 
meet the following criteria:- 
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